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Abstract 

The aim of this study is to identify the features of fraudulent journals. Fraudulent journals wasted valuable 

manuscripts when scholars and authors publish their works in this kind of journal. Fraud journals publish the 

articles without reviewing the process with a high rate of fee. Purposive sampling technique and document 

analysis method have been used to conduct this research. One Scopus indexed journal has been selected for 

reviewing their articles and investigating the publication process.  Based on the discussion of this study, the 

researcher found some characteristics of predatory/fraud/ journals that will help the scholars to avoid publishing 

fake journals. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The business model of so-called "predatory" scientific publications is based on a paying open-

access (OA) publishing model, in which the publisher does not charge a subscription fee but 

instead accepts payment directly from the authors for the publication of the paper. As a result, 

everyone can browse the content for free. However, the predatory approach involves a conflict 

of interest that has the potential to threaten academic publishing's reputation. 

Predatory journals employ many strategies and techniques to prove themselves respectable and 

draw the interest of young naive researchers or who would like to publish too quickly to achieve 

promotion (Duc, Thong & Masic, 2020; Duc, Khoa & Thong, 2020; Duc et al., 2020). The main 

aim of Predators is to make money from author payments. The worst of them falsify peer 

reviews and print anything for money (Hossan, 2020). This practice of enticing prey researchers 

to publish valid work in fake journals not only causes tremendous loss of funds and precious 

resources but also causes the loss of significant validated study that may have been a 

breakthrough in research progress (Masic, 2020; 2017; 2016).  

One of the most serious challenges to science nowadays is the appearance of bogus scientific 

publications (Masic, 2017; Beall, 2016). Fake journals have harmed many scientists, particularly 

in developing countries. Not only can such false articles protect themselves from being classified 

as bogus articles, but they also protect themselves from official indexing or registration by 

different reputable organizations (for example, Scopus) or regulatory agencies, which may 

result in a scientific disaster (List of Misleading and Fake Metrics, 2020). A community of 

people, such as editors and dealers, can be able to effectively manage the bulk of fake 

publications. Those publications send invites to all writers through different forms of social 

media, such as Facebook, Twitter, What’s app, and other similar platforms. To attract authors, 

predatory journal dealers sometimes organize different types of webinars. 

Therefore, this study is going to investigate the characteristics of predatory journals. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Macháek and Srholec (2019) detailed that the tendency to publish in predatory publications is 

linked to the country's science evaluation quality. In countries where a tradition of appraisal 

forces scholars to publish in reputable journals, there is little or no incentive to publish in 

predatory journals. Publication in a dubious predatory journal will hurt rather than help a 

researcher's credibility. 

According to Simón (2016), the bulk of papers published in predatory journals originated in 

Third World countries such as Turkey, Jordan, Malaysia, Pakistan, and, in particular, Nigeria. In 

2018, Selcuk quantitatively reported that researchers from India, Nigeria, and Turkey had the 

largest number of publications in predatory journals, examining 24,840 papers published in 832 

stand-alone journals mentioned in Beall's list (2019). Asia countries were consistently singled 

out in related surveys (Demir, 2018; Shen & Bjork, 2015). 

Further research into the demographics of writers revealed that those who published in 

predatory journals were young and novice authors (Xia et al., 2015; Frandsen, 2017). Many of 

these writers have little to no familiarity with scholarly writing, and most of them want to 

maximize their number of publications (Xia et al., 2015), so they select journals that “pay high 

and publish quickly” (Truth, 2012). Aside from that, promotion schemes, reward allowance 

systems, "publish-or-perish" coercion, unawareness, and policymakers' attitudes are all 

possible explanations for writers to publish in predatory journals (Simón, 2016; Shuva & Taisir, 

2016). 

China overtook the United States as the world's leading producer of science journals in 2016 

(Nature Index 2018). Ph.D. students made significant contributions to this advancement. 

According to a survey from the PRC Ministry of Education, there were 362,000 Ph.D. students in 

2017, with the figure expected to rise in the next two years. Often Ph.D. candidates are full-time 

researchers with no financial support, and they must write a certain number of articles in a 

certain amount of time to be eligible for degrees. As a result, Ph.D. students in China are under a 

lot of pressure to write articles. As a result of the huge growth in open access journals in China, 

which has increased from 685 (Hu et al., 2012) in 2012 to over 1200 by 2017, the number of 

“dishonorable” publications has increased as well (Xia, 2018). 

At least two major organizations, Times Higher Education and QS, rely heavily on data from 

Scopus in publishing their annual rankings of universities worldwide. With more citations of its 

academics’ works in Scopus, a university stands a greater chance of boosting its global rankings. 

While many of these authors come from countries with large populations such as India, 

Indonesia, the Philippines and Egypt, Malaysia’s listing among the top countries of origin may 

reflect badly on the quality of local academic work. At the top of the list is Kazakhstan with 17% 

of such articles, followed by Indonesia (16.73%), Iraq (13%), Albania (12%) and Malaysia 

(11.6%) according to Scopus (2018). 

 

OBJECTIVE 

 (1) To identify the characteristics of fraudulent/ predatory journals. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Purposive sampling technique and document analysis method had been used to select the 

sample for this study. The experience of the previous study (PREDATORY JOURNALS ARE 

INDEXING IN REPUTED DATABASES: A CASE STUDY OF UNSOLVED ISSUES) had been 

motivated the researcher to conduct the study. One Scopus indexed journal named Turkish  
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Journal of Computer and Mathematics Education was selected. The study period was 20 March 

2021 to 22 April 2021. The researcher read the articles of the journal carefully to reveal the 

reality. As the journal is indexed in Scopus, therefore researcher sent mail to the content service 

desk for confirmation about the Scopus status of the journal. The researcher sent two articles to 

the journal to investigate the publication process. 

 

BACKGROUND OF THE JOURNAL 

Turkish Journal of Computer and Mathematics Education (e-ISSN 1309-4653) 

Turkish Journal of Computer and Mathematics Education (TURCOMAT) is an international 

refereed (peer-reviewed) journal and published three issues per year (April, August and 

December) by TURKBILMAT Education Services. The Journal publishes educational researches 

related to mathematics education. The journal is devoted to action researcher mathematics 

teachers, teacher educators, researchers, computer education and mathematics teacher 

candidates, foundations and people who are interested in mathematics education.  

Recently the journal is using two domains (1) https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/turkbilmat  (2) 

https://turcomat.org/index.php/turkbilmat (registered in 2020-12-25). Scopus authentication 

link: https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100902608  and 

http://dergipark.gov.tr/turkbilmat is the listed domain to Scopus for this journal which is 

different from the usage domains. Image 1 confirmed the journal is under Scopus indexed.  

 

 
Image 1. Confirmation mail from Scopus authority 

 

 Journal’s aim 

Turkish Journal of Computer and Mathematics Education (TURCOMAT) was founded as an 

international journal from the reflection of information technology (IT) especially for 

mathematics education idea. We are intended to combine computers and mathematics as 

“information technology for mathematics education” in this journal because of the fact that a 

recent indication of the increasing range of work for researchers and educators comes from two  

 

 

https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/turkbilmat
https://turcomat.org/index.php/turkbilmat
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100902608
http://dergipark.gov.tr/turkbilmat
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sources; computers and mathematics education. We are fortunate that technology provides us 

with windows to look at education from new ways. 

 

 
 

Image 2. New interface of Turkish Journal of Computer and Mathematics Education 

 

 
Image 3. Archives of New interface of Turkish Journal of Computer and Mathematics Education 
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Image 4. Old interface of Turkish Journal of Computer and Mathematics Education 

 

 

Scope of the journal 

These fields mainly include the topics as below: 

 training in-service mathematics teachers on IT through in-service courses, 

 training pre-service mathematics teachers on IT through undergraduate programs, 

 understanding how students learn mathematics and solve problems, 

 identifying what student learn and think in mathematics, 

 assessing and evaluating mathematics curriculum, 

 designing and producing distance learning tools for teachers and students. 

 

 

ARTICLE REVIEW 

 

Article 1: A Malaysian Empirical Study of the Associations among Transformational Leadership, 

Transactional Leadership, Organizational Culture and Succession Planning 

The authors are unable to reach the research objective 1 in their article. They did not identify 

the level of transformational leadership, transactional leadership  style and organizational  

culture. 
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Image 5. A Malaysian Empirical Study of the Associations among Transformational Leadership, 

Transactional Leadership, Organizational Culture and Succession Planning 

 

 
Image 6. A Malaysian Empirical Study of the Associations among Transformational Leadership, 

Transactional Leadership, Organizational Culture and Succession Planning 
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Article 2: The Effect of Empathy on Students’ Motivation in Social Entrepreneurship among 

Undergraduates 

The total in-text citation in this article is 31 but it is 67 in the reference list.  

 

 
Image 7. The Effect of Empathy on Students’ Motivation in Social Entrepreneurship among 

Undergraduates 

 
 

Image 8. The Effect of Empathy on Students’ Motivation in Social Entrepreneurship among 

Undergraduates 
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Article 3: Factors Affecting Students Academic Performance 

 

The method part of this article is not well developed and consistent. 

 
Image 9. Factors Affecting Students Academic Performance 

 

 

Article 4: e-Commerce–Leaders and Customers 

All the in-text citation and reference are wrong in the selected article 

 
 

Image 10. E-Commerce–Leaders and Customers 
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Image 11. E-Commerce–Leaders and Customers 

 

 

Article 5: Impact of Lockdown in the FMCG sector of the Indian Stock Market –Analysis using 

Statistical Methods 

In-text citation and reference are inconsistent in this article. 

 
Image 12.  Impact of Lockdown in the FMCG sector of the Indian Stock Market –Analysis using 

Statistical Methods 
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Image 13. Impact of Lockdown in the FMCG sector of the Indian Stock Market –Analysis using 

Statistical Methods 

 

Article 6: The Impact of Corona-Virus Pandemic Effected the Air Pollution in India 

The name of all the graphs/diagrams is missing in the article. 

 

 
Image 14. The Impact of Corona-Virus Pandemic Effected the Air Pollution in India 
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The researcher has randomly selected some articles of the selected journal for review. Article 1-

6 are the title of the reviewed articles. There have many mistakes in the published articles. For 

example, objectives are inconsistent with data analysis and research framework, the 

methodology is wrongly presented, the in-text citation is wrong, references are absent in the 

bibliography part, and so on. Normally the predatory journals publish articles without the 

reviewing process. 

Since Turkish Journal of Computer and Mathematics Education is Scopus indexed which has 

been confirmed by Scopus (Image 1), therefore, the researcher had sent two articles for 

publication to the journal. To know the reasons for thousand mistakes in the articles of the 

selected journal, there was no option except publishing articles in the journal. 

There are a lot of dealers in social media who are engaged with this journal and the researcher 

took the help of two of them for publishing his papers. 

 

 

Stages of Article Submission and Publication in Turkish Journal of Computer and 

Mathematics Education 

 

FIRST DEALER 

 

 
Image 15. Article submission to the first dealer 
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 Image 16. Back-dated acceptance letter received from first dealer 
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Image 17. Invoice for payment 
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Image 18. Publication confirmation mail from the first dealer 

 

 

 
  

Image 19. Publication volume 12 No. 7 (2021) 
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Image 20. Published Article in the journal 

 

 

 

SECOND DEALER  

 

Image 21. Article submission to the second dealer for publication in Turkish Journal of 

Computer and Mathematics Education 
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Image 22. Acceptance letter from second dealer 
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Image 23. Scopus confirmation mail 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

Generally the journal uses https://turcomat.org/index.php/turkbilmat domain to publish 

articles and they publish a lot of articles. For example, Vol. 12 No. 1 S (2021); Vol. 12 No. 2 

(2021); Vol. 12 No. 3 (2021); Vol. 12 No. 4 (2021); Vol. 12 No. 5 (2021); Vol. 12 No. 6 (2021); 

Vol. 12 No. 7 (2021). Most of the No. contains more than 400 articles. 

According to the journal policy, it publishes three (3) issues in a year under 

https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/turkbilmat domain (see Image 4). But they publish lot of 

articles under https://turcomat.org/index.php/turkbilmat domain (refer to Image 3). It may be 

their business policy. Since the published articles have a lot of mistakes under 

https://turcomat.org/index.php/turkbilmat domain and the journal authority has declared that 

it is their new domain (Image 4), therefore it is revealed that the journal is trying to make 

money by doing predatory activities. They may change the announcement (which is available in 

image 2 and image 4) anytime to keep the journal in Scopus indexed.  

 

Image 15 and Image 21 define the article submitted to the dealer of the journals on 16 April 

2021 and 20 April 2021 respectively. On April 19, 2021, the researcher received an acceptance 

letter that was issued on a back date (see Image 16 and Image 17). The researcher received 

another acceptance mail on the submission date (20 April 2021) from the second dealer (refer 

to Image 22). That’s means, the researcher received the first acceptance letter and second 

acceptance letter from the first dealer and second dealer within 3 days, and 7 hours, 

respectively. Image 18 stated the confirmation mail of the journal publication on April 21, 2021. 

Within 5 days the article had been published on the journal website. The researcher sent mail to 

the Scopus authority to know the current status of the selected journals (refer to Image 23) and 

it was under Scopus indexed at that time. The finding of the study is similar to the previous 

study of Hossan (2020). 

 

https://turcomat.org/index.php/turkbilmat
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/turkbilmat
https://turcomat.org/index.php/turkbilmat
https://turcomat.org/index.php/turkbilmat
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Based on the characteristics of the selected journal, we can state the following features of a 

predatory journal. 

 

a. Accepting the articles very quickly, usually without independent criticism or quality control 

even articles with irrational content.  

b. Rapid publication (no correction, direct publication; accepted within 7-10 days and published 

30-45 days).  

c. Only notify the author of the Article Processing Charge (APC) after the paper has been 

accepted or APC is unclear or APC can be negotiated after acceptance. 

d. Actively sending unsolicited or bulk spam emails to invite to submit articles in upcoming 

issues or special issues or participate in the editorial board or reviewer of journals.  

e. Bringing scholars to the editorial board without permission, and not letting them leave the 

editorial board.  

f. Unqualified international scholars to the editorial board (lacking ORCID ID and/ fake research 

ID). 

g. Use a name or website design that closely resembles prestigious journals; 

h. Fake impact factor or databases, or not available. 

 i. There are unclear procedures for handling manuscripts and workflows of journals.  

j. The website demands that papers must be sent via a private email.  

k. There is no withdrawn and retraction policy.  

l. Information about where and how articles will be digitally conserved is absent.  

m. Fraudulent placement of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) logo on the journal 

website without really being a member of COPE.  

n. “International Standard Serial Number” (ISSN) of one OA journal cannot be checked in DOAJ 

and/or ROAD.  

o. Falsely claiming indexing in various reputed databases like PubMed, Pubmed Central, 

Medline, SCOPUS, and/or Web of Science 

p. The articles of these journals contain faults in grammar and spelling, data analysis, result 

discussion. Images and logos are unprofessional, distorted, and fuzzy.   

 

CONCLUSION 

The prevailing scholarly ethos of "publish or perish" and the OA model cooperatively 

contributed to the present state of affairs. Prior to new submission, researchers can decide to 

submit their papers not only on the basis of checking 'black lists,' but also through carefully 

evaluating the characteristics of journals’ DOAJ, ROAD, COPE, and ICMJE registries, and indexing 

reputable databases such as Scopus through their official websites. To avoid potential predatory 

journals, researchers should take into consideration some aforementioned suggested features of 

predatory journals. In a word, both readers and authors should fully boycott fake journals. 
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DISCLAIMERS 

The materials and information in the article are presented for educational purposes only and 

the author has no intention to hurt people's feelings as well as their reputation. 
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